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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT APPLYING FOR A STUDY PERMIT

An Application for a Study Permit can only be considered once an applicant has received a letter of
acceptance from a Canadian educational institution. As processing can take some time to complete, we
recommend that applications be submitted at least three months prior to the intended date of departure.
The form must be completed in either English or French and all supporting documents that are not in
English or French must be accompanied by a translation. Applications may be submitted by mail or in
person Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

Persons wanting to take a program of study of six months’ duration or less do not require a Study Permit
to do so. However, you may still require a temporary resident visa to enter Canada depending on your
country of citizenship.

DOCUMENTARY REQUIREMENTS

In addition to what is requested in the application kit the following must be submitted with your
application:

1 a valid passport or travel document for all persons included in your application; 

2. two passport-size photographs for all persons included in your application; additional photographs will
be required if we request you to have a medical examination: 

3. proof of unconditional acceptance at a university, college, technical institution; for attendance at a
primary or secondary school, a letter from the school board having jurisdiction for the school you are
attending (or for private schools, a letter from the school itself),  indicating the name of the school,
level of study, duration of the course.

4. proof of sufficient funds in convertible currency such as bank statements, savings booklets and credit
cards (from applicant, or applicants’ parents if supporting) available to pay for your studies and living
expenses, scholarships, letter of invitation and support from Canadian contact, if applicable;

 
5. For all students who are minor children under 18 years of age: a notarized parental declaration of

consent (signed by both parents) stating that delegation of parental authority has been granted to a
custodian in Canada to act in times of emergency AND a notarized statement of
support/custodianship from the host family in Canada; evidence that health insurance has been
arranged prior to departure for Canada;

6. a police clearance certificate for all persons 18 years of age and over;

7. the processing fee indicated on the enclosed form (PLEASE NOTE: Processing fees are not
refundable.);

8. for attendance at an educational institution in Québec, you will also require a “Certificat d’acceptation
du Québec” (Quebec Certificate of Acceptance, or CAQ) issued by the Ministère de l'Immigration et des
Communautés culturelles (MICC).You should apply for your CAQ directly at the Service aux étudiants
étrangers, Centre de services à la clientèle 285, rue Notre-Dame Ouest, rez-de-chaussée, bureau G-15
Montréal (Québec)  H2Y 1T8 CANADA  Phone : (514) 864-9191                                                  
http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr

Additional documents may be requested, should they be required, in individual cases.



MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

You may be required to complete a medical examination by a doctor on our list of Designated Medical
Practitioners,  especially if your intended stay in Canada will exceed six months.

WORKING IN CANADA WHILE YOU ARE A STUDENT

Unlike most other foreign workers in Canada,  the holders of study permits in some cases are permitted to
work without certification by Human Resources Development Canada that the job is available to a foreign
national.

If you are a full-time student at a degree-granting institution you may work on the campus at which you are
registered without the need for a work permit or HRSDC certification. This includes work as a university
graduate assistant, teaching assistant or research assistant, who are given their positions under the
auspices of their university department. Permission is sometimes given for off-campus employment where
the educational institution confirms that work is a normal part of the student’s academic program but in such
cases a work permit is required. If you are the holder of a study permit you may apply for a work permit after
enter ing Canada. For more information please consult the following web site:
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/work-offcampus-how.asp#step2
.

If you are a medical student going to Canada to take part in an elective program at a Canadian institution
(hospital or university),  to observe medical or clinical procedures as part of your medical training, you
require neither a student permit nor a work permit. However, you must undergo a medical examination by
a doctor on our list of Designated Medical Practitioners and you may require a temporary resident visa
depending on your country of citizenship.   

If you  are doing research at a Canadian academic institution and are not enrolled in a study program, you
may require a work permit.Depending on the circumstances, HRSDC certification may be required.

STUDY AND WORK PERMITS FOR YOUR DEPENDENTS

If your spouse or partner and dependant children are with you in Canada, and you are the holder of a study
permit, they may apply for study permits after arrival.

Spouses or partners of foreign students are allowed to accept employment in the general Canadian labour
market. HRSDC certification is not required but a work permit must still be obtained. This may be applied
for after arrival in Canada.

THIS VISA OFFICE’S GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

The Canadian visa office at Vienna is responsible for processing applications for a study permit from
residents of: Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Slovak Republic, Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Macedonia and Kosovo. Applicants not resident in these countries are normally required to
come to Vienna in person for an interview. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR NON-RESIDENT APPLICANTS:

If you are not normally a resident of one of the above countries it may take extended
amounts of time to process your application at our office. We may send your documents
for verification to the visa office normally serving your country of residence. We can not
assume any responsibility for the extra processing time.

WHAT THE APPLICANT MUST PROVE

The visa officer must be satisfied that the foreign national is not inadmissible and meets the requirements
of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and Regulations and that the foreign national will leave
Canada by the end of the period authorized for their stay. The burden of proving that his or her admission
would not be contrary to the Act or the regulations rests with the applicant.
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